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affects to call himfelf only the editor, begins 
his defence with “a ferene and compofed. ° 
furvey of a ftorm, taken in a calm, after the 
tumult of the waves had fubfided.” This is a {peci- 
men of the methodical difpofition. of his ideas, and 
of the regularity and clearnefs of his modes of think- 
ing. He gives usa flourifh on the “ blood andim- 
menfe treafure of her fubjeéts that Great-Britain bas 
Javifhed for the fecurity of the colonics, as well as 
her own importance and dignity.” Were none of 
thofe fubjeéts Americans ? Was no part of thofe im- 
menfe fums raifed by the northern colonies ? It is ac- 
knowledged with gratitude, and hath very generally 
impreffed the deepeft fentiments of duty and loyalty, 
that his prefent and late Majefty, with their refpec- 
tive parliaments, were gracioufly pleafed to give the 
colonies far greater protection, fupport and encou- 
ragement, than had ever been received from all the 
Princes their royal predeceflors together. But our 
notable editor fhould not have forgotten that thefe 
colonies ever diftinguifhed themfelves by the moft 
unbounded loyalty. Their inviolable attachment to 
the prefent eftablifhment in his Majefty’s illuftrious - 
family ; their love to the Britifh conftitution and go- 
vernment, from which, under God, they derive their 
greateft happinefs, have been, at all times, ack nowr 
ledged 
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ledged by fome of the moft inveterate of their ene- 
mics. That the northern colonies on the continent 
have ever exerted their moft ftrenuous efforts in the 
common caufe of the whole.empire, will not be de- 
nied but by thofe who are fearlefs of ridicule, and 
intirely loft to any fenfe of honor or fhame. I will 
alfo venture to affirm, they will be ever found ready 
on any future occafion, to convince thofe of their 
miftakes, who may entertain any kind of doubt of 
their loyalty. I believe there were few fo terrified 
and alarmed,even in thefe dark and gloomy days of 
the American commanders preceding an Amherft, a 
Wolfe and a Monkton, as to have “gladly compoun- 
ded for a barrier at Albany.” It was eafy to forefee | 
that a change of Generals would bring on fo effen- 
tial a change of meafures, as at leaft, to fecure his 
Majefty’s ancient territories. The event of things 
happily proved this, anda great deal more. I remem- 
ber thofe days, and own I was one who was greatly 
terrified and alarmed at the rapid progrefs theFrench 
were fuffered to make, while ten thoufand of the 
beft troops in the world were kept parading at Hali- 
fax, and {pent the fummer in mock-battles and fieges. 
If the editor then had his refidence there, I prefume 
he was well pleafed to fec the Britifh forces fo wifely 
employed, while the Canadians were bringing fire 
and {word into the bowels of the continent. [am 
pretty certain, he and all thofe of his ftamp in Ame- 
rica, would have been grieved at an Albany barrier, 
for this plain reafon ; they were in hopes to join 
in chanting Te Deum with their French Catholic 
Brethren in the churches,chapels aad meeting-houles 
of Bofton, New-York and Newport. Upon all oc- 
cafions, during the war, they manifefted their joy 
and exultation at any little fuccefs of the French 
but 
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but kept vigils and fevere fafts when they were drub- 
bed. The Halifaxian is at this time very intimate 
with a fet of gentry who are in combination to vil- 
ify the colonies, and depreciate every fervice they 
have rendered the crown. He is at no lofs any ev’- 
ning to find fome of his old gang, who, if fame 
{peaks true, as I believe fhe does for once,have crack’d 
many a bottle of true fterling to the health of J—m-y 
S t, as thefe pretty lads call him when they are 
about half feas over, and imagine themfelves out of 
danger. Such is the little, dirty, drinking, drabbing, 
contaminated knot of thieves, beggars and tranfports, 
or the worthy defcendents of fuch, collected from ~ 
the four winds of the earth, and made up of Turks, 
Jews and other Infidels, with a few renegado Chri- — 
ftians & Catholics, and altogether formed into aclub: 
of fearce a dozen, at N--p--t. From hence proceed 
Halifax-letters, petitions to alter the colony forms of © 
government, libels upon all good colonifts and fub- 
jects, and every evil work that canenterinto the heart — 
of man. Thefe are fome of the gentry, who all of 
a fudden are become the moft loyal fubjeéts inAme- 
rica ; and have had the impudence to attempt to pet- | 
fuade all England that the reft of the colonifts areas 
great rebels as ever appeared in arms for the Preten- 
der, not excepting thele choice friends, of, that learn- 
ed apothecary and barber-furgeon of a man of war 
Dr. Smallbrain, the lying hiftoriographer, of the firft 
expedition to Louifbourg, whom he has bro’t the 
beau monde to call the infurgents of 1745. Our edi- 
tor and his adherents, have from time to time, in the 
NewportMercury and elfewhere /ub rofa talked pretty 
loudly of “ dragooning the colonifts into better 
manners,” and faid, “ G—d d—m their blood, they 
fhall foon fee the difference between martial and 
civil 
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civil law : between the common law, and the eccle- 
fialtical canons.” “ They deferve to have all their 
laws written Draco and D—I-like in human gore.” 
“ The hand of a Spanith inquifitor is far too light 
a punifhment for Fanaticks.”* “I hope,” faid one 
of the moft mild and ferene of them, laying down 
his flute, his fiddle and his Pilpay, “ to fee the time, 
grant it may foon come ye gods whom we all adore, 
when it fhall be decreed meritorious to burn a rac- 
koon-box, and kill a fkunk.” Thefe are two cant 
terms of the junto for mecting-houfes and proteftant 
diffenters. ‘“ A man,” fays another, “ who would 
not fight for high-church and the hierarchy, fooner 
than for monarchy or a monarch, except one Juris 
divini, is no good fubje@.or chriftian.” 


So M—rt-n, fo, fo, O M—rt-n, O, fie for Shame ! 
Dear B-bb-y dear, fweet M-ffy fweet, you're all to blame. 
Thrice fifty more of their bright fayings could I tell ; 
Strong flanking of the the lambent flames of FI—Il.+ 
I fhould not have thought the above vain threats 


worth citing, but as they fhow what a bleffed advo- 
cate any adminiftration hath in the editor and _his 


junto. What an opinion fhould we have of our fu- 


periors, if, which God forbid, it were to be formed 
from what we know of thefe wretches ? Should the 
editor think it.againft the laws 5f Polemicks to apply 
to him, or the Halifax letter-writter, who chofe to 
be anonymous, even what I know hath been faid by 
divers of the junto, let him recolleé that the fame 
editor in the defence of the letter, hath not only 

made 


* See Halifax letter per tot Newport Mercory /parfim, and the Me- 
moirs of the cluh pafim, drawn up by that mauigazeen of know- 
ledge Dr. Mumchance. 

+ Balence for «fo J--m--y, fo, fo,” &c. cited from fome of the dull 
dogs in the Bolton News p-per. 
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made the writer of the vindication of the colonies 
anfwerable for every thing that hath been thought, 
fpoken, written, printed or publifhed in America,an- 
ticatholicon, for feveral years paft. He hath without 
fufficient authority, affirmed, that the author of the 
Rights of the Britifh colonies afferted and proved,and 
the writer of their Vindication againft the editor’s foul 
afperfions, is the fame perfon. This, if true, he did 
not know, and therefore in foro con/cientie approxi- 
mates to leefing-making. Does this fhow his hu- 
mane and ferenely {weet difpofition of avoiding any 
thing that looks like a perfonal conteft. He certainly 
mult be loft to all fenfe of honor, or when he was 
not only treated like a gentleman,but with infinitely 
more lenity than he deferved, and nothing faid that 
could be called naming him, he would not have ufed 
this expreflion, “ The rights of the Britifh colonies 
aflerted, of which this Bofton writer was the author.” 
This is certainly equivalent to naming who he thinks 
the writer of the Vindication, 4s the author of the 
Rights aflerted gave his name to the public. Not 
content with this, he has made the writer of the 
Vindication anfwerable for pieces which he declares 
he never faw, ‘till he read them in the de- 
fence. He has made him intimate with gentlemen 
he never heard of, and confederate with wri- 
ters he never guefled at. The writer of the Vindi- 
cation has more than once faid in my hearing, “ that 
he knows not any more than the dead who that 
Providence writcr” is, but he believes him to be a 
match for all theJacobites & Jew-jobbers inNewport. 
With regard to the prefent fubje&, I folemnly 
declare, and defy the Editor to prove the contrary, 
and I have heard the author of the Rights of the 

Britifh colonies afferted, fay as much, I never wa 
directly 
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directly nor indireétly concerned in,or knowing to the 
compofing or publifhing of one pamphlet or other 
piece, by the Editor cited, or any other, except the 
Rights of the Colonies afferted, and the Vindica~ 
tion, of which I own I was the publifher, and 
the author of the firft is well known; and if 
there is any thing offenfive in cither, I am_heartily 
forry, and am well affured the author never intended 
any fuch thing, and has given me authority in his 
name, humbly to afk pardon for the leaft iota that 
may have difpleafed his fuperiors, humbly imploring 
as he at firft expreffed his diffidence of ‘himfelf, that 
they would candidly impute any flip to the “ agony. 
of his heart, rether than to the pravity of his will.” 
I as much difapprove of many things that have been 
publifhed, as the Editor pretends to, But in a point 
of fuch importance,andin regulationsat leaft new, is it 
to be wondered at, that there fhould be fome diver- 
fity of fentiments ? Should any imprudencies have 
efcapedany, all“ candid Philanthropes,” but fuchas the 
Editor, will make benevolent allowances for, thofe 
who have been born and bred in the wilds of Ame- 
rica, and have had little opportunity to learn the Eu- 
ropean urbanity and manners,unlefs they could take 
them from a few ftrollers,ftraggling pedlars & tranf- 
ports, which were the principal {chool-matters of polite- 
nefsthe letter writer converfed with,before the late war, 
fince the opening of which,many finegentlemen have 
vifited the colonies. As the country becomes polifhed, 
Thopeit will growin virtue and good manners,& avoid 
the lealt appearance of any thing that may offend. 
The colonies have been long indulged with a more 
ample fubordinate legiflation, than the wifdom of 
adminiftration thinks the good of the whole Empire 
will admit of their enjoying any longer. Indepen- 
aig Aion Jip iy 
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‘dency on Great-Britain was never tho’t of, much lefs 
wifhed for or defired. During the laft war, his late 
and prefent Majefty were gracioufly pleafed to avail 
themfelves of all the aids in the power of their loyal 
fubjects thenorthern colonifts, by the royal requifitions 
fignified by their refpective minifters of ftate,to the feve- 
ralprovincial affemblies. In confequence of thefe,and 
of our lives and fortunes being ever devoted to their 
Majefty’s fervice, men from time to time were chear- 
fully raifed, and monies granted by the provincial 
reprefentatives of the people, who in refle@ing on the 
honour and happincfs of being enabled to ferve their 
King & country in this way, had alfo the pleafure of 
contemplating their own importance in fociety—No 
difagreeable fentiment this, even to the “ good and 
virtuous men” of the Editor's acquaintance, if many 
fuch there are. The bufinefs of the provincial af 
femblies for the future, wiil probably be confined 
to the “ little low local affairs of their petty corpo- 
rations,’ as they are confidered by the Editor. A 
very great friend of the colonies, as he is pleafed to 
ftyle himfelf, in a late M. Gazette, has carried the 
matter fo far, as to fay in effect, that the American 
colonies are of no more importance, than the moft 
infignificant fettlements on the coaft of Africas—That 
the inhabitants of Cape-Coaft-Caftle, who may not 
confift of more than a captain, two fubalterns, fifty 
non-commiffion officers and privates, ten {trumpets 
and their brats, have as much pretence to hope to be 
be indulged with returning members of parliament, 
as all N. America, which has at this prefent writing, 
nearly as many inhabitants as there are in Scotland 
or Ireland, more than three millions of which are 
whites, and as great a proportion of them, as in. any 
part of the Biitith empire, without any reficGion. 
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true and loyal fubjeéts, who fear God, honours he 
‘King, reverence his parliament, and daily pray for 
the profperity of Great-Britain. Am Ia man, and. 
‘muft not fpeak? Tears relieve me a moment! 
“Thank God there ‘is no law humane or divine, 
“again{t treating a Serie: letter-writer as he de- 
ferves. Tho’ fome of the colonifts fhould not in all 
“things think with the very ingenious, learned, polite 
and delicate writer of a pamphlet intitled, Regulati 
ons lately made concerning the colonies, and the taxes 
“empofed on them confidered ; yet none but the bigoted 
*N—tEditor would thence ‘petenchet all the continent 
of America were about to become zn/urgents, As 
there cannot be the leaft doubt but the views of ad- 
miniftration are intentionally the beft and wifeft ; fo 
‘the law prefames with me, that they are really felon 
the whole. We at this diftance can fee but very im- 
‘perfeétly. Tis the duty of all humbly and filently to 
acquiefce in all the decifions cf the fupreme legifla- 
tive. I will, however, prefume to utter one fhort 
prophecy, namely, that nine hundred and ninety 
nine in a thoufand of the colonifts, will never once 
entertain a thought but of the moft profound duti- 
‘ful and loyal fubmiffion and obedience to the wif- 
‘dom and goodnefs of cur moft gracious Sovereign, 
‘and to the authority of parliament, in all cafes and 
‘poffible contingencies: , Any informations of a con- 
trary difpofition i in the colonifts, tranfmitted from 
America, upon a ftri@ enquiry, will be found to be 
at leaft very great miftakes. 

I have mentioned the pamphlet, iatitled, Regula- 
tions, ¢ec. but as a friend of mine, who. is. much 
pleafed with that performance, and at his leifure, is 
preparing a critical and candid review of it, with a 
fincere defign to conciliate as far as poffible every 
’ man 
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manin America to the fyftem of meafures there 
difcuffed, ip is meedlefs to make many , obferva- 
tions on it here, efpecially as the bare naming it 
in a day, much more any comparifon be- 
tween that and the Halifax letter, will, I fear, be 
confidered as an outrageous affront to the real merit 
of theEuropean, if fo, I afk his pardon for it. The 
reader will there find the colonifts, not only treated 
like men, but gentlemen,and Britith fubjeéts.—None 
of your Draconic laws, nor inquifitorial grid-irons 
to broil hereticks on, are lifp'd, or I believe tho’t 
of, much lefs openly threatned and withed for, as 
by the Halifaxian.—We {ce the traces of genius in 
every fentence, often in the choice of a fingle letter 
in the alphabet.—The tendernefs of a parent,. the 
prudence of a Neftor, the legiflative {kill of a Solon, 
and a Lycurgus are difplayed, inftead of the rage, 
malice and fury of an Oreftes, tearing out the bowels 
of his mother, ftabbing his fifter, killing his own 
fons aftd his daughters, and plucking out his 
own: eyes; all which are very faint traits of the 
madnefs of the Halifaxian. In the European we alfo 
find a perfe& knowledge of our conftitution, laws, 
political interefts, internal police, and ftate of trade 
and commerce thro’ the globe.-—Of all this in the 
Halifaxian, verily nothing. The European tells us, 
we are a part, an eflential part of the empire of Great 
Britain, and a beloved part, entitled to every benefit 
of the beft conftitution on earth. The. HalifaxTar- 
tar will not allow his countrymen any greater rights 
and privileges than the Creoles allow the Ethiopians, 
or his brother Sythians afford their captives. Quic- 
quid eff vocis ac linguae omne in iftum turpiffamum 
calumme queftum contutifti ! Tu lucem adfpicere audes? 
‘Tu hos intueri ?. Tu in foro,. tu in urbe, tu im civium 
éffe confpectu ? Anglicé, “ you a lawyer and coun- 
fellor 
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fellor at law too, and a candidate for one of the 
provinces ? There is nothing more of eloquence in 
you, than there is of mufic in the rumbling of a. 
lumber cart. What little {kill you have in the ma- 
nagement of your voice, hath been employed in 
fing fong, as your pen hath been in {canda- 
lizing your country. Dare you behold the light ? 
Dare you face the forum, the city and the affembly 
of your injured fellow-countrymen ?” I fhall pafs 
over what the Editor fays of the Providence writer, 
as he calls him, and of the honourable gentleman, 
except where he has bro’t theVindication in queftion. 
Thofe gentlemen are able to defend themfelves a- 
gainft this doughty champion for Great-Britain, as 
he vainly ftiles himfelf. The Editor,in order to fup- 
port his chargeagainit the colonies, of difloyalty and 
difaffection to Great Britain, has been grubbing up 
_ all the little pieces that have been publifhed in any 
of the News-Papers on the continent. He will have 
it again, contrary to what he muft know to be true, 
that “‘ numberlefs pamphlets” have been publithed 
upon the occafion. If prior to the Halifax letter, 
he can name above four, and one fince befides the 
Vindication againft him, I will give him the weight 
in gold of all that have been publithed. This dic- 
tator has given the author of the fentiments of aBri- 
tifh North-American, a place in his black catalogue. 
The Editor’s grand charge is againft the motto of 
this piece, taken from Phadrus, which being only 
a fable of an old man and his afs, furely none 
but a jack-afs could have been offended at it. Phe- 
drus could be no offender againft the ftatutes of 3.B. 
Phaedrus was certainly no fubjeét of Great Britain, 
nor could he-know any thing of her munici- 
pal laws and cuftoms. But the treafon is not an 

He the 
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the motto it feems, but “the application of the 
above fable to the fubject of taxing the colonics, 
fhews elearly the author’s opinion, that under the 
_prefent parliamentary regulations, it is matter of in- 
difference what Prince we are fubject to, whether a 
George or a Lewis, as a certain gentleman exprefled . 
, it.’* The humanity and philanthropy of this attack 
on a gentleman who has been long in a very ill ftate 
of health, and now unable to anfwer for himfelf, is 
very remarkable. What an cagle-eyed fellow is this 
Editor, and would be governor, at efpying plots, 
treafon and rebellion, in all but his own club?  Be- 
caufe Phzedrus his afs tho’t it a matter of indifference 
whofe pack fhe carried, therefore the North American 
is of opinion, that it is a matter of indifference what 
prince or power we are fubject to, whether aGeorge- 
or a Lewis. This is exactly of a piece with the law, 
the truth, the fincerity, the logic and philanthropy of 
the Editor in his other productions. As to the allu- 
fion of George and Lewis, the author of theSenti- 
ments has no concern in it.—’Tis fuppofed to relate 
to anexpreffion wilfully mifreprefented by theEditor, 
and was very different from the manner in which it 
is cited. Thofe who pleafe may fee the whole ftory 
in the vindication of the houfe of reprefentatives of 
M. B. publifhed about three years fince, and never 
attempted to be anfwered ; in which ’tis- clearly de- 
monftrated,if I remember rightly,for I have not feen 
the book for fome time, that the words really ufed, 
and as clearly intended, had quite an innocent mean- 
ing: and the author of that expreffion,if what went 
before and immediately followed is taken with it,smay 
defy the Editor to fhow any thing difrefpeétful in it. © 
The perfon, who ufed the words, thus, {candaloufly 
falfly and knowingly mifreprefented, could boaft a 
* Halifax defence, p 8. feries 
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feries of fervices yielded to hisMajefty and his illuf- 
trious predeceffors, by himfelf and anceftors,as faith- 
ful as thofe the Editor and his junto have on all oc-. 
cafions’ fhown their defire of yielding the pretender ; 
but he repines not at others reaping the fruit of his 
as well as of the labours of thofe from whom he is’ 
defcended.* But he means not to be vain in boatt- 
ing of his independency of fpirit and purfe, which 
the Editor fo foolifhly puffs and vapors about. He 
knows the dependency of man on man, and how lit- 
tle he has to expect from the philanthopy of modern 
politicians. The Editor complains moft bitterly of 
“ inhuman treatment,” particularly in the Boflon 
pamphlet, as he politely calls it. What inftance has 
he peinted out to fupport this charge? By his own 
account of matters, he has received the greateft be- 
nefit by thisBofton-pamphlet he ever received by any 
difcipline in his life. I guefs he will not receive 
half fo much good by all the rewadrs he may receive 
from home, as the grand apologift of Great 
Britain. ‘Thefe rewards of his merit from pollo, he 
gives broad hints he foon expects. But he fays, I 
have fitted him for any misfortune in life, freed him 
from all future fears of purgatory, and the pains of 
h—l! ; both which he had reafon enough to dread, 
were it only for the almoft unpardonable fin of being 
the author and Editor of the Halifax letter. By my 
help he flatters himfelf he is become an Achilles and 
a Salamander. He tells his readers, he can now 
fafely travel thro’ the infernal abodes. and drink fire 
and brimftone, as fweetly as if it were neétar and 
ambrofia. Poor man, Af fear he boafts a little too 

much 
# «¢ He does not mean to be vain when he fays” all this,and could add, 
that he is quite'as ‘ independent in fpirit and c'rcumftances as the 


Editor, aod has no favors to afk of the people,” nor of any man, who 
like the Editor vainly thinks himfelf of a {pectes above human nature. 


a Dae 

much of his armour againft the fiery darts he may 
yet have to encounter, from an old archer, in a cer- 
tain paflage he will foon make, without any poflible 
affiftance he can receive from the cuftcm-houfe or me. 
He gives a very unfair and falfe analyfis of the 
Halifax letter. He fays, “ all the points he in- 
tended to prove were (amongft others) 1. That 
“ the New-England colonies privileges, as corpora- 
tions created by the crown, are fixed and afcertained 
by their chartcts.” 2. “ That thefe charters. give 
them no exemption from the jurifdiction of parlia- 
ment.” ‘Thefe propofitions are fo felf-evident, that 
no man can poflibly be fuppofed to difpute them, or 
even to have ever admitted the leaft doubt of them. 
The amount of the firft is, no more nor lefs than, 
that, a charter is a charter, of the fecond, that, the 
parliament of Great-Britain is the Jupreme legiflative 
of the whole Briti/h empire. Thefe are two won- 
derful difcoveries the univerfe is obliged to this Ha- 
lifax genius for. Had he ftopped here, or with his 
other four wonderful propofitions, he never would, 
at leaft by me, have been tho’t worthy of a chaftife- 
ment for the fin of fcribbling. Does monfieur Edi- 
tor forget thefe affertions of his in the letter? “The 
relation between modern colonics and their mother 
ftates, is formed by political compaa.” This opin- 
ion; if true, would make it ridiculous for him to 
have attempted his laborious fearch after the natu- 
ral abftrac&t relation which he confefled his noddle 
‘would furnith him with no notices of. How will 
he excufe himfelf from the nonfenfe in fuppofing, 
as he does, that a natural relation fubfifted between 
ancient ftates and their colonies ; and yet, that it 
cannot enter into the heart or head of. aman, to 
conceive any fuch relation between modern. ftates 
Sis k and 
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and their colonies ? He was prefled with this abfur- 


-dity, by his own confeffion, in the letter ; he was 


prefs’d with it in the vindication ; and he was fo op- 


-prefs’d with it when he compofed his defence,thathe 


was not able to fay a fingle word about it. I would 


-afk this great lawyer a few more queltions in a ca- 


techifm he ought to be much better acquainted with 
than I fear he ever will be. Does he think his 
allegiance to his moft facred and gracious Majefty 
GeorcE the III° is natural ? Dares he now deny 
this as in the junto room heretofore, and affirm the 
fame thing of the Pretender, only becaufe he was 


- the fon of an Italian, and for any thing that can 


be now certainly proved to the contrary, might be 
lineally defcended from Taffy the fiddler, and chan- 
ter of Lillibullero to a very beautifulQueen ?* Is the 
immortal diftinétion between “ perfonal and political 
rights already forgotten,” my dear Martinus Scrible- 


rus ? Above all, don’t you remember, my dear boy, 


what you once faid in a manner, it is too late to re- 
tract or palliate that “the feveral New-England char- 
ters afcertain, define and /mit the refpettive rights 


-and privileges of each colony,” and that the faid felf 


fame colonies “ have no rights independent of their 
charters ?” The infinite nonfenfe and unparalleled 


abfurdity of thefe expreffions, are fufficiently expofed 


in the Vindication of the Briti/h colonies. 1 fhall only 
add here, ex abundanti, as we lawyers, and would be 
thought great folks, fometimes puff it, that if by 


rights, is meant charter rights, then the fum will be, 


two other moft wonderful dogmas, viz. 1. “ Charter 
rights and privileges: are afcertained and defined 
in and by charters.” 2. “ The colonies have 
no charter rights or privileges independent of their 
charters.” My dear, dear Editor, neither you nor 

*. Who liv’d a thoufand years fince, the. 
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‘the Halifax gentleman; an alter et idem, nefeio fed fax 
cile credo, have heads for this argument. It requires 
fomething more than a mufical yenius, ora catcher 
of butterflies, to reafon- clearly sand conclifively on 
the origin and principles of Soe ; how much 
-more—not being myfelf qualified, 1 cannot certainly 
fay. How filly a fellow maft you. be, Mr. Editor, to 
charge your moft huntble frvane with “ difingenuity, 
tofay no worfe of it,” only becaufe by. your. own 
confeffion he plainly pointedout the fallacy of an ar- 
qutivent that ‘efeaped your fagacity? Am 1 under any 
promifé or obligation to fwallow the errors ‘of “one 
man syore than of another? How cai I be a falfo 
brothet ro honorable gentlemenjto whom T have sot 
the happinefs of being known, or charged with de- 
fértihg them andthe party of track, the only party 
T recognize, becaufe I think fore of then are-a' little 
miftaken: in their reafonings -on the non-eflentials of 
politicks ? What depravity and infincerity ia all ahis? 
Thy hedd js.certaitly turned ; you are ab Viftonary 
ds any! fanatic preacher, as you politely and imdiferi- 
minately call the diffenting clergy. Sods Pete ft 
- Ationg other-furptizing myfteries, the Editof af 
ferts, that an‘ implicit is the faate with an exprefs 
denial of the authority of parliament.” I Hope he 
will not fay ai inadvertent inyplicit denial ‘is equiva- 
lent to ore that is not only exprefs, but evidently 
premeditated. I muft confefs, however, that I thould 
not be more aftonifhed at chis that at another af- 
fertion, that “ a meer humble doabr-of the equity 
of an act of parliament, is the fame thing with @ 
down tight denial of the duthcrity of parlianient.” 
This calls up a faying of Mr. Hamiltoh to a certain 
attorney-gencral of New-York, much fuch a lawyer 
as the Editor, “A man” fays he, at New-York,may 

a make 
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make very free with his God and his king, but he 
mult take fpecial care, what he fays of a minifter, or 
of a plantation governor,” as nearly as I remember. 
The more the Editor flutters and flounders on, the 
morehe expofes, even in the opinion of fome of his 
beft friends, -his fhameful ignorance of the firft prin- 
ciples. of Jaw, and of theBritith conftitution. Reader, 
take. this fhort account of the.“ little modicum”. of 
knowledge that appears in either of the Editor’s per- 
formances... He took.a’, journey to Bofton in, the 
depth of Jaft winter, to exhibit his talents of finging 
before a certain augult‘aflembly, remarkable for the 
beauty arid politenefs of thofe of both fexes whovat- 
tend it... In the courfe. of his refidence here, for the 
amufement.of the gay and the pretty, he happened 
as L.conjecture to overhear a few expreffions which 
fell: from. the mouths of fome learned men about 
that'time, and, has been thefe: two months further 
mangling, chewing and retailing the “ cud of poli- 
tics’, asd think. Swifc éexpreffes it, fo I will not be 
anfwerable-for the indelicacy of the expreflion,fhould 
‘M affect the ftomach.of. our fine gentteman ; for:to 
do him juttice,tho’ he wouldlick the fpittle and fwal- 
low a+—of a great man, he cannot bear the tho'ts 
of tobacco fmoke, tior the name of another plant 
of no.bad finell, but of a curfed bitter tafte and 
touch, and to which he is faid to have his averfion 
from indefeafible hereditary defcent. This circum 
france 1 knew not, and if I had, was not half angry 
enough with him to allude to it,when I wrote before, 
nor fhould I now, had not his behaviour to_ his 
country proved that he hath the confcience of a high- 
wayman, the heart of an aflaffin and the impudence 


of a billingfzate. 
?. His 


: 
«His conceptions of the origin and foundation of 
) ‘she fupreme power and Jegiflative authority of a ftate 
and‘ of that of Great-Btitain in’ particular, are to the 
‘laft degree ridiculous ; and if he knew what. he faid 
would be a more direct attack upon that facred & jult 
power, than all he has picked up in the ranfack of 
Mt his printer's office, and from thofe repofitories of 
q learning, the news papers of America. 
© The iffue of ftupidity /hall be fairly tried. ‘Sir 
Edward Coke fays, indeed, right, that the jurifdifion 
of this court is tranfcendent, &c. But from whence 
is it.derived ? Could this jurifdigtion form and create 
itfelf ?.No : It is the common law founded upon long 
wfage and confent, which has placed an uncontroul- 
able tranfcendent juri{diGion in that court, even to 
alter and amend the courfe and dirc@ion of various — 
branches of the common law itfelf.”* Has this man 
forgot who is the author of all things, and by whom 
kings reign and princes decree’ juitice ; or did he 
never believe in this origin of things? Has he loft 
fight of the Jus Divinum which he has fo often 
heard difcuffed by his “good & virtuous friends” and 
very fcandaloufly applied ?. ‘This is fometimes taken 
in a literal fenfe? wheiy- it ferves the caufe : But with 
regard to. the prefent ‘eftablifhment they allow it to 
have no fenfe at all. Does not counfellor fing fong 
know that the greateft part-of what is now called 
common law, is held by the fagés to have been ori- 
ginally enacted by parliament, the records of which 
have long fince been-{wept away by the hand of all- . 
devouring time ? Could the common flaw, ‘that is 
not only fubordinate and controulable at pleafure of, 
and created, for the molt part, by, parliament, cre- 
ate the parliament, becaufe the parliament is not 
’ Ba felf= 
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4 
' 


fee 


felf-exiftent, and could. not create: itfelf How 
would this kind of do@rine found. in a. political 
creed? I Martinus, Scribletus, inter alia, believe, 
profels, teftify and declare, that Lewis XV is nat 
felf-exiftent, and that therefore he was created. by 
the Count d’Eftaing, his governer and: licutenant- 
general of his lands and, dominions. in America. I - 
alfo believe thar Drs. Murphy is-a blockhead, and 
begin’ to believe that faid Dr. Murphy made me Mar- 
tinus one, and that we are both. fuperlative block- 
heads,-yet_ as the faid Dr. Murphy. did not. create 
himélf, and is not a felf-exiftent blockhead, there- 
fore I bis pupil believe | made him fo ; and that he 
made me fo-——yet we arc both equally fuperlative 
blockheads ;. and yet Martinus is fuperior to. Mur 
phy, and Murphy ta Martyn. All this I believe, 
and whoever difbelieves it fhall be politically d—n-d. » 
To be ferious, the fource of parliamentary autho- 
rity is clearly derived from God, the author and 
creator of all‘hings, principalities and powers... By 
his unerting laws of mature, facietics, communities, 
and great {tates are) formed in miniature, flourifh 
aud grow into mighty empires, and tumble again 
into ruins, that in their fall fhake the whole univeria. 
The various forms are in the opinion of fome, left to 
i what is, called thé free-willot man ; and the compa& 
i of the whole with the whole, exprefs or intplied. 
Others think even the form is as mechanical in its 
generation as the fubftance, and that the whole is to 
be refolved into what is called power. Which of thefe 
opinions, as the world generally. goes is the truth, is 
of no great importance ; thafe who want my opini- 
on muft, do what few perhaps ever will think it 
worth while, take ihe pains to read and underftand 
the meaning’of the writer of she pamplet called ‘The 
‘ ights 
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Rights of theBritifhColonies afferted, 8c. before they 
find fault with him, or publifh thofe dull things, 
which in England are called Critical Reviews. °° 
_ Whe. Editos having taken his leave of the ‘*-Provi- 
dence writer”, and of Mr. H--k-s, referves the laft 
fire for the “ Bofton writer”, as he calls him. I have 
but a word to fay. with-regard to ‘his charge of ill 
treatment of fome of the moft refpe@able charatters 
in the province of M. B.—As Iam alover of truth; — 
tis confefléd tomy fhame, that for two or three 
days I was moft horridly deceived as to fome of my 
antagoniftsin the dark ina little provincial paper war, _ 
fome years fince. I thought indeed: that'l had been 
engaged with fome great & good men, but who had 
fo far forgot themfelves and the dignity of their fta- 
tions, as to condefcend' toa little porter’s play. 
foon found out my miftake, and after a few hebdo- 
midal Nuge dropt the affair. For any thing I cer- 
tainly know to the contrary, Dr.Seth H--d--n might 
write the firft piece againft me.» The author of the 
long Ff. might be M—lv—y, who ftood in the 
pillory lately. The writer of the d--n-d {mart piece 
as the young bucke called-it, may for ought I care 
have been hanged la.’ aslizes for Clarendon county 
and the two chiefs ofthat gang-of feribblers, if 
they now live,. will, unlefs they: repent of their 
fins, as I would charitably hope they have,meet with 
a worfe fate the moment the «breath gocs' out of 
their bodies, be it at which end it may. ond tt 
I leave this confeffion to the confideration of the 
Icarhied; and: proceed. to, the further examinationyof 
- the Bale of a Tub. - Re shes 
“ How weak, bow low, bow fraliow and how dull 
© The fergeching-of this empty; fenfelefs owl” * 
’ * iat 
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Let the frigid retort of outrageous difgult, the ei- 
tation of sthe Evening-Poft,:the raphfodical defcrip- 
tion of his paflage thro’ chaos, p. 24, and his return 
to the manfions prepared for that father of all Jaco- 
bites ‘and his followers, fang by Milton in the firft 
book of his paradife loft, be my witnefles. : 

- Who but this poor maze-hieaded, clod-pated Editor 
would believe the fame pamphlet could “ {cater upon 
him unprovoked,” or indeed any other “ abufe,” af- 
ter what he had written in his Jetter.; and at thefame 
time “fuftain and confirm” the principal argument of 
that letter which is not only without one argument 
in it,buta ftring of abfurdities and flat contradictions 
from end to end. The paflage he cites to prove that 
Tam “ foil'd,” that I have ‘“ given up all at difcre- 
tion,” “ and betray’d the whale party’, only by “a 
moft folemn recognition of the abfolute unlimitt 
authority of parliament over the colonies,” is this, 

«It is certain, that the parliament of Great Britain 
hath a ju/?, clear, equitable, and confiitutional right, 
power, and authority, to bind the colonies, by all acts 
<wherein they are named. Every lawyer, nay, every 
tyro, knows this. - No lefs certain is it, that the par- 
tiament of Great-Britain have a juft and equitable 
right, power, and authority, to impofe taxes on the 
colonies, internal and external, on lands as well as on 
trade.” Why did he not add what immediately 
follows. in the Vindication, viz. “This is involved: 
in the idea of a fupreme legiflative or fovereign ftate. 
It will however by no means thence follow, that ’tis 
always expedient, and in all.circumftances eguitable* 
for the fapreme and fovercign legiflative to tax the 
colonies ; much lefs rhat ‘tis reafonable this night 

‘ ier 3 : " fhouid 

* i. ¢. reafonable or proper, or for public utility, asthe Editor aliows 
' we may expreis it, Leccer, p. at. ’ 
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fhouid be, pratifed upon, without allowing the colo- 
nies an aéfual reprefentation, - An_equal. reprefenta- 
tion of the whole ftate is, at leaft in, theory,,, of the 
- eflerice of a perfect parliament or fupreme Jegiflature.” 
1 think it impoffible for any man that well confiders 
the whole paflage,to miftake my meaning,or. to find 
’ any thing/in if reptignane to my former _ principles, 
orto truth ; efpecially;ifiwith the Editor he confiders 
measithe author of The Rights of the colomes:afferted, 
@c.,which for the prefent he may,or may not,as he 
pleafes. | I certainly was or was, not. » If I was, there 
is a clear and exprefs .recognition of | the authority 
and jurifdiation of parliament, not: only in thé above 
paflage, but, in\the only piece befides I ever wrote 
upon the fubjec& of: colony taxation, as appears, be- 
yond ithe poflibility of a doubt} in the paflages cited 
. # page 27 of ‘the Vindication,’ which I might here 
repeat with fome additions to the famé purpofe.» After 
this-for the Editor to fay I ever denied or queftioned 
the» jurifdiction: of parliamerit; willbe confummate: 
If he has been pleafed to father upon me: thie! hete- 
rodox.opinions. of others Lam no way privy to, he 
mutt take the confequences, If he fays I did not 
write the pamphlet intitled, The rights of the Britifh 
colomes -afferted, rc. then the -worft I have done ‘is 
to quote this paflage from it, page 27 of the Vindt- 
cation. “ When thé parliament fhall think fit to al+ 
low the colonifts..a reprefentaticn:in the houfe of 
commons, the equity of their taxing the colonies 
will be as’clear as their power is at prefent of doing 
it without, if they pleafe.” The Editor had fo poor 
fuccefs in ratiotination, by his own confeflion, when 
he attempted aconfutation of his honor in catagoricks, 
that he has prudently avoided any further ufe of Ramus 
and Burguldicius. He coatents himfelf only with hint- 
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ing at Something inconfiitent here with my tecopni- 
. tion,as he calls it. It is very :difficult—to deal with 
pre who have: fuch a:contémpt for letters and: 
ylables, that they will mot be) at the trouble of 
Jeatning to read,without which they never can know 
the meaning of words. Be it known to this ‘great 
_profeffor.of the Bele Lettres; that ih the Enelith 
tongue the word Eguity is ufedwarionfly ; fomemmes 
it is; as it may ‘bé applied, fynonimous’ with law, 
 juftice right, or-reafon. So the word Power is’ mot 
commonly, ever foin atsof parliament and law-lan- 
guage, which this. man’s clients have an eguitable right 
to bea ffured he knows fomething of; fynonimous with 
authority;right of leviflation & jurifdiétion. » In natu- 
ral philofophy. power. means:a meer phyfical quality; 
that nvay be explained with the caufe of gravitation Mm. 
bodies; and the tendency of fome fouls to the centret 
Now my dearM-tt-n, with the help of this fpelling+ 
book, attempt to read the paflage once more, which} 
according to the plain fenfe;ofi it, may be thus 
varied in expreffion,: without any other. alteration. 
‘When the parliament hall think fit to allow the 
 colonifts an attual reprefentation in the’ houfe of 
cammons, thé \reafonablenefs of their taxing the 
colonies, externally and internally, will manifeftly ap- 
~ pear to be as clear to all; but the weak and obftinate, 
as their prefent juft conftitutional and Jegal power and 
authority of doing it without, iftthey pleafe, is and 
ever was to me ;. they being the fupreme-legiflative 
authority of Great-Britain. and its dominions, and 
the only jurifdifion that I.know of, whocan finally 
and lawfully determine the queftions, whether» and 
how long ‘tis reafonable a continent of this ex- 
tent, numbers ‘and, importance, fhall be taxed, 
without being allowed a reprefentation in fact, 
; Kas 
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as they now have in law, or virtually as fome exprefs 
it, in the houfe of commons. The three branches 
of the fupreme legiflative, on my principles 
of ‘politicks, which ‘exactly coincide with ‘the 
main principles: of the incomparable writer of 
the new regulations confidered’ and vindicated, 
clearly reprefenc the whoie Empire. Let’ the 
Editor here recollect the leave he was pleafed to give 
us in the clofe of his letter, where hebegan to open 
the method ‘and plan of the difeourfe he had nearly 
finifhed. “* The difpute between Great-Britain (fays 
he) and the colonies, confifts of two parts. ° Firft, 
athe jurifdicion of parliament,—and fecondly, the 


_ exercife’ of that jurifdi@tion.”’ The firft, I fay, is 


unqueftionable, and ever was’ with me.’ Under 
the fecond head, his highnefs was gracioufly  pleaf- 
wed to permit “full liberty to remonftrate, petiti- 
on, write pamphlets and news-papers, without num- 
ber, to prevent any zmproper or unreafonable impofi- 
‘tion.”* With regard'to this; I have fome feruples, be- 


caufel think theparliament infinitely the beft judges. 
Therefore I fhould think it every one’s duty to’ be” 


‘very careful not to charge the fupreme legiflative 
‘with emproper and unreafonable proceedings. The 
law of parliament is, that the parliament cannot 
err. And ’tis aemaxim of the common Jaw, that 
theKing can do no wrong. The conititution, reafon, 
the nature of fovercignty and of a fupreme legiflative, 
-allconcurto make it neceflarily the duty of all fabjeas 
to acquicfce in the prcfumption’that even the inmoft 
intentions of the fupreme power, have ever for their 
* favourite obje@ the good of the whole community. 
- Thefe'are maxims & principles, without a due attention 
to which, no: government could {ubfilt. Government 
£63 oP ee iE o“bewg 
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being in fhort the dernier refort for law & juftice,there 
ean be no appeal from it, as there would be if private 
opinions and interpretations could have any authori- 
ty, or were allowed to be fet up and confidered. as 
of any weight in the fcale againft it. But general 
rules hinder not, nor were defigned to prevent mo- 
deft and humble’ enquiries after. truth and jreafon. 
Should this be the cafe, it would tend much to ftop 
the progrefs of all human improvement. The Editor 
to be fre is bound by his conceffion, that. the rea- 
fsonablenefs of meafures may be difcufled, this is argu- 
mentum ad hominem as to him, and fhould: not be 
taken back. We have better authority than his, I 
mean among others, the opinion of the author of 
the New Regulations confidered, who, 1 am certain, 
is fo fair and honeft an enquirer after truth, that he 
would be freely willing others fhould enquire for 
themfelves, as well ashe. If none were to enquire 
into the'reafon and meaning of laws, we fhould have 
-nio judges nor lawyers, unlefs. perhaps fuch as the 
Editor. I have ever tho't that the whole {cience of 
-law, and the fair and juft practice of it, was found- 
ed in the ftudy, interpretation’ and right application 
and execution of the reafon, meaning and intention 
of the laws,.and confequently of the legiflative. 
There is nothing in all this that -can in the leaft 
impeach their power, right and authority to make: 
Jaws. ‘To apply this reafoning to the prefent times, 
the author of the book called the new regulations, 
&c. is.of opinion with me ‘ that the colonies. are 
juftly bound by all aés of parliament wherein they 
are named.” ‘That the parliament havea “clear, juft 
equitable and lawful authority, from the nature .of 
a fupreme legiflative or fovereign power of a.ftate, 
_ and by the Britith conftitution in particular, to im- 
opi ‘ie Sug cimamnehcga pole 
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peared 4 external duties:and ‘taxes on thieco- 
onies, and to make any other ‘laws they ‘think: \fit, 
which when’ made are equally binding ‘upon’ the co- 
lonifts if named, as general aéts are on the fibjects 
_ within the realm”.* [have the honor ‘alfo to‘agree 
with the European writer, that ‘the colonifts are 
j virtually, confttutionally, inlaw anid in ‘equity to be 
coufidered as reprefented in the  bonourable ‘honfe 
of “commons. 'This I. endeavored to prové;:'and 
think T have done it, as in¢onteflably, | tho’ perhaps 
noman in Britain could have proved thaw “aad a 
thoufand other ‘very important points, fo handfomely 
ag this writer has done. We have the honor ‘of! hav- 
ing our do&rine approved by the Newport Editor, 
who I dare fay wil allow it, will be foméwhatt of a_ 
greater honor ftill, when the ftamp ac fhall have 
> palfed the fupreme legiflative, which if done before 
the publication of the defence, as-is moft probable, 
itwas not known to the ‘Editor, nor Could be 5 
for all the intelligence yet arrived, is a copy’ of the 
refolves of the honourable houfe of Commons: I 
therefore leave it to the Fditor to reconcilé to truth | 
his. pofitive affertion,that, the ftamp a&t is pa fled, when 
we have not yet heard of more than an order to 
+ bring in a bill agreeable to the report of the com 
mittee, and the refolves of the honourable houfe. 
The falfity he begins his appendix with, is this. 
“S. Since the aforegoing fheets were committed to the 
prefs, feveral veflels have arrived from London,’ and 
brought intelligence that the a& of parliament for 
levying a ftamp duty on the colonies is a@ually paf- 
fed.”. Whether ‘tis or ‘tis not paffed, would ‘not 
alter the courfe of my argument. I have not a fylla- 
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ble to fay againft the jurifdiction or authority, of par- 
liament, never having entertained the leaft doubt: of 
it,, nor. to. my remembrance ever. expreffed any: 
But on the contrary ; -haveever exprefled my opinion 
of its exiftence and extention through the wholeEm-_ 
pire in the.ftrongeft terms, as I-have above moft a- 
-bundantly fhewn. Nor fhall I prefuime to fay a fin- 
gle word on the expediency and public utility of this 
meafure, after the adminiltration Have fo long-had it~ 
in contemplation. Lhumbly, dutifully; and loyally 
prefume, and could give my reafons for it, if I pleaf- 
ed, that the fupreme  legiflative of Great-Britain: do, 
and muft know infinitely better what they are about 
and intend, than any withoutdoors. ~ Thofe who can 
entertain.any doubt of this, are referred to thenew 
* Regulations confidered,. for ample conviction. But 
.the Editor, if he pleafes, may, and according to his 
fyfteri, he will have a right “ modeftly to reprefent 
his: poverty and inability to .pay taxes,” <inftead» of 
{pending his time in wool-gathering and abuting the 
colonies; inftcad of teaching people to {pin and ma- 
nufacture wool before they know. where to get it, as 
he & theDr. have beenemployed for thefe 12 months, 
with regard to the good people of R.+Hfland, for no poffi- 
ble.end but to excite the jealoufy of theBritith manu- 
factarers, and that rhe colonifts might incur the dif- 
pleafure of the adminifyation. . The Editor with his 
topping “independent {pirit” and pockets full of R.- 
Iiland old tenor,ftructing in the fleeceings of his cli- 
ents, who furnifh him with a fheep-patture, he will 
never refign but for a.government,.can with but a 
bad grace plead for favor or.promotion, 2 forma pau- 
peris. The ferreftial Dr. at hig elbow would give 
him the lie, and tell him.he was a fimpleton, for 
that many of his countrymen who have vifitedAme- 
rica, 
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rica, could. depofe, and that’ fafely,. that one good ' 
_ farm on Rhode-Ifland, is: worth all the Highlands.in 
fome Britifh countries... We muft-not plead poverty 
‘till there is.an end of. the, {candalous., confumption 
of Holland’s Tea, and, Weft-India’ produce. in: this 
country. ,‘The bane-.of . the . northern. colonies 
has been’ Holland. and, Weft-India goods. -> With 
regard. to. fome of  thofe of New England, . there 
has. -been||, another.;;,very.) impoverifhing drain, 
—they bave ever bought great part of», their : bread, 
and it feems at prefent,impoffible; to, perfuade them 
even toattempt to. raife it. Thefe are the. fine 
projectors, whofe heads are full of prefent manufac- 
tures. Thefe are avery. fit objec for. thofe whe 
neither have, nor can in Jefs.than fifty years have, the 
materials to work if; permitted. ;. efpecialiy wool, 
which has made fuch a noife... The province which 
has by far the greate(t proportion of  fheep in Ame- 
rica, has not more than fufficient wool. to furnifhy its 
inhabitants with hofe ;. mitts they. mult go withous. 
[ have had‘ fome peculiar opportunities to. get the 
exaé number of the inhabirants; and ~ am-.as 
well informed as Lthink poflible; of-the quantity of 
wool. [have reafons for not inferting either here. But 
whoever +has.a mind to make the leaft inquiry in any: 
province but one, -will find the people muft go with 
bare feet, unlefs théy can procure European: made 
ftockings. The manufactures of Great-Britain, are out 
of danger at prefent fromthe manufactures of Ametica. 
1 with there was no greater danger ‘from any other 
countties. Having made a fhort digreffion from the 
Defence, tho’ not from ‘the Editor, to fhow: the- 
abfurdity of any miniet: for an American. woollen 
manufadiure, I return to the Herculean tafk,which the 
Editor and fome fgw others it feems ftill think he has 


impofed 
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impofed upon me of clearing myfelf froma contra- 
digion, or the heinous crime: of retraéting ‘my er 
rors; when convinced of ‘them, which laft feems in 
the opinion of :the Editor, to be by ‘far ‘the’ moft 
aggravated tranfgreffion of the two, tho’ he is pleaf> 
ed to give a fneering commendation,which has much 
more of the hiffing and grinning of Pandemonium, 
than the angelic joy fhown onthe return of a prodigal, 
orpenitence of any other finner. I will‘now fhew 
notonly that the Editor has not pointed’ out any 
contradi@ion ‘in’ the Vindication, but alfo that it is 
pofitively confiftent with itfelf, and alfo with the doc- 
trine advanced in the Rights of the colonies afferted, 
and with ‘the truth.» The Editor has not pretended 
to'cite any paflage, either from the Rights aflerted, ot 
the Vindication, againft him, that contains any thing 
that is an exprefs denial or even a direct queftion of 
the juft power, right and authority of the parliament 
over the colonies.’ He cites the former part of the 
paflage above-mentioned, page 22, and compares it 
with thefe words taken from the Rights of the colo- 
nics aflerted, ““ When the parliament fhall think fit 
to allow the ‘evlonifts a reprefentation (i: eas the 
Editor takesit, and as ‘it was meant) a reprefentation 
4nfa& in the houfe of commons, the equity of their 
taxing the colonies will be as clear as their powet is 
at prefgat of doing it without, if they pleafe.” Now 
let the Editor keep fight of the diftin&tion he made, 
which I grant is a jult one, and almoft the only one 
T have known him make, and his difficulty to recon- 
cile me muft vanifh.- I have to do only with him 
at prefent. 1. “© The juli{di@ion of parliament.” 
a. Thevexercife of » that jurifdiétion.”» With re- 
gard tothe firft, he: hasendeavoured to fhow that “vit 
isvattached to everyEnglith fubjeét, wherever he be.” 

* The 
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“ The common law has. eftablifhed it asa rule or 
maxim, that the plantations are bound by Britith aéts 
of parliament, if particularly named : and furely no 
Englifhman, in his fenfes willideny the force of a 
common law maxim. In aword, the force of an 
act of parliament, over the colonies, is predicated 
upon the conimon law”,* . L have faid in the Vin- 
dication, . Ut és certain that the parliament of Great- 


Britain hath a juft, clear, equitable and conftitutional 


right, power and authority, to bind the colonies, 
by all acts. wherein ‘they are named”. . I have alfo 
afferted that the “ patliament of Great-Britain hath 
a juft and equitable power. and authority ‘to. impofe 
taxes on the colonies, internal and external, on lands 
as well as on-trade. This is involved in the idea, &e. 

The paflages cited in the Vindication from the rights 
of the colonies afferted, of which he fuppofes 1 am 
author, are)as full to the jurifdiction of. parliament, 
as any the Editor has’ written. So.far we are now 
certainly agreed by the Editor’s confeflicn ‘in the 
defence, viz. That the jurifdiction of parliament is 
out of any queftion between us, and it was 


~ ever out of any doubt with me. 


-2. Point.is in the exercife of parliamentary jurif- 
diction, With regard to this the Editor allows, pag. 
21. That arguments may be urged for or againft 
particular meafures, and that thofe arguments may 
be drawn from the topics of.“ expediency, utility, 


propriety and reafon” or of their .oppofites’. . “ And 


this with .a fpirit of. freedom”. 1 would hope he 
means fair to his readers. He fhouldhave confined this 


~ liberty.to.the.time when meafures and bills are pend- 


ing. After they have received the fanétion of par- 
iament, much lefs is allow’d to ,be faid than before. 
The 
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"The fafelt way in fuch a cafe is humbly to-acquiefce 
jn the decifions of parliament, and the difpofals of 
providence. This ‘I moft fincerely and without re- 
ferve ‘do, and advife alf men,.to do the fame. The — 
fupreme legiflative of Great-Britain, and the do- — 
minions, if the ftamp aé is pafled, relating to Ame- 
tica, have, as they have an undoubted right to do, 
impofed internal as well as external taxes on us,andas 
they have tho’t ir expedient, reafonable, nay abfolutly 
neceflary,in the prefent circumftances and exigencies 
‘of the ftate; laboring under a debt of 130 millions. 
I wifh, and begin to’ hope, it may on the whole 
‘be for the intereft of all parts of the Empire. 
-) But with regard to the Editor, I would afk him, 
if while a bill is pending, arguments ‘may be urged 
‘from reafon, expediency, &c. for or againft it, why 
‘not from equity, equality and inequality ? May not 
‘the propriety or impropriety of a meafure’ be go- 
verned by the equity, reafonable equality, or unrea- 
fonable inequality. This is all I contend for, which 
is fhort of the Editor’s claim, who referves the li- 
“berty of ‘writing and publithing, for any thing that 
appears, after a bill is paffed the parliament, which 
“js more than I thiak ought to be allow’d with the 
grent freedom at leaft, which he contends for. 
y reafon is, fuch freedoms allow'd, with regard 
to the right, exercife of a jurifdiaion, in par- 
ticular inftances, would bring government, and 
all courts into contempt. If the editor therefore 
“thinks I have been «inconfiftent, he muft think he 
has been much more fo, as 1 fhall fhew in the in- 
flance of the petfecution he complains fo loudly of 
-~ gs an infringement of his liberty and the liberty of 
the prefs. One °can't bur fivile at the courage and 
‘conliftency of this hero. ‘When ’tis for his intereft 
the 
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the colonifts have rio rights, no liberties not privi- 
leges independent of charters. He calls the gover- 
nor of the colony by name a calf, andin effeé with 
him the whole general court the fame, and traitors 
into the bargain, for approving the governor's. book, . 
which I take it was publifhed with their affent, if 
not at their defire, tho’ this is only my own conjec= 
ture, as the piece is faid in the title page to be pubs 
lifhed by authority. The fcene changes, the general 
affembly refent the infult, the printer is fent for, I 
fuppofe more to frighten him than any thing elfe ; 
the champion Editor fell into panics which he has 
not got rid of fince. The affair was managed with 
caridor, the governor not appearing, which I fuppofe 
‘was the reafon that the licttenant-governor,who was 
not fo immediately attacked, prefided. After a rea- 
fonable fweating, the printer was very prudently per- 
mitted to return to his beloved trembling Editor. 
Inftantly the Newport-Mercury began the vindicati* 
on of injured liberty and property. The tribunitian 
veto then founded as loud in this notable paper, as 
formerly the clanking of chains and the marching of 
dragoons. But this lafted only three or four weeks, 
when the noble courage of the Editor revived again, 
and having found his great independent foul, which 
on this tragical occafion, fame fays lay two or three 
days hid in a hay-mow of a hen-rooft, he fet about 
his defence, in which he deferibes with ferene plea- 
fure his hair-breadth efcape. It will be at leaft grant 
ed to be poffible, that the general affemblics havea 
-juft power and. lawful authority to commit for 
‘contempt. If they have fuch a tight, I reafon thus 
from Martinus againft M-r-t-n and ‘company.— 
The affembly had a good, clear, juft and equita- 
ble right, powet and authority tohave’ commited 
een ee i M-ren 
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M-rt-n and his priater to limbo, for calling them a 
-parcel of fools, coxcombs, calves, knaves, {mugglers 
and rebels. If they bad fo committed them, it could 
not have been complained of .as againft juftice or 
equity, they having a right to commit. But yet a 
commitment would have been again{t reafon and pru- 
dence, as it might cithcr have made them too confi- 
derable; or have cramped the liberty of the prefs. The 
end being anfwered as it was hoped by the pannic, _ 
they were difmiffed. . What is. there contradictory 
in all this? What is there wrong but the Editor's | 
till perfifting to abufe a government that. has difco- 
vered fo much lenity towards him ? Sure Iam, that 
if my fuperiors in Europe orAmerica have taken any 
umbrage at any thing I have faid or written, I am 
forry ia it, and whether they forgive me or not, I 
romife I will do my utmoft not only never to of- 
fend them again, but in all things try to convince 
them I am not the man, the malice and ill-will of - 
fome have induced them. to. reprefent me. I have 
been fo Jarge in proving that the Editor has not 
fhewn any inconfiftency .in me, that moft I flatter 
myfelf will be of the mind, I have proved that the 
whole I have advanced on. the fubject is confiftent. 
But to convince all, even the moft obftinate, I muft 
offer a word or twomore. The paffage cited by the 
Editor above, taken .with the context and whole 
tenor of the book, and if the Editor pleafes with the 
Rights of the colomes afferted too,prove,that the argu-_ 
ment was placed, not on a denial or fuggeftion of 
the want of power and authority in the parliament 
to tax, the colonies. All that I ever preterided was, 
that an American return of members feemed to me 
but a reafonable indulgence, upon. the ‘exercife, or 
rather refumption into their own hands, of that pare 
O 
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a 
of fupreme legiflation which, confifts in raifing taxes 
for the fupport of government, the proteétion and’ 
defence of the whole empire. I never faid nor tho’t 
the colonifts could demand or claim ex debito juffitie, 
as Lord Coke has it, an aétual reprefentation in 
the houfe of commons. Upon the_reafonablenefs 
of an aétual Amierican reprefentation I placed my 
foot, and built my only hope and defire, and 
that not for myfelf, nor for the Americans only, 
but becaufe I thought it would be for the intereft 
of the whole empire,and be one means of anfwering 
fome very great purpofes, and among others, that of 
moft perfectly conciliating the obedience and reve- 
rence of every individual in the empire to the fu 
preme legiflative of Great-Britain, a grand object, 
which has been juftly tho’t worthy the views and 
contemplation of Majefty itfelf| and is by our moft 
gracious Sovereign accordingly recommended for the 
advice and affiftance of his greateft council, in his 
laft fpeech, from the throne, truly worthy a Britifh- 
born Prince, and a patriot King. ; 
It was determined, in parliament laft year that ex- 
ternal taxes fhould be raifed on the colonifts. J 
fuppofe that internal taxcs are granted and impofed 
before now. This it was eafy to forefee any time 
thefe feven years would foon be the cafe. “It is in- 
conteftable that we are virtually and in law repre- 
fented in the houfe of commons, and in the wholé 
parliament. But after all this, there may be a quef- 
tion, whenever the adminiftration fhall’ pleafe to 
make one of it, namely, whether notwithftanding 
the undoubted power and authcrity of Great-Britain 
to tax her colonics, and altho’ they are already vir- 
tually reprefented in the houfe of commons, and as 
part'of the whole with the whole “in’ the fupremsé 
ome legiflative 
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legiflative of the whole, yet as. the American :do- 
minions are fuch a. yaft portion of territory, and 
_ contain fo many good and loyal fubjects, it is. or may 
not be expedient and for the public utility to indulge 
them, with the election and return of a few members. 

But this being a matter not of right’ but of favor, 
if defired, muft be humbly afked as fuch. For tho’ ~ 
as Lord Coke fays, the return of members in Eng- 
land is a matter of right. in, and not of grace to, 
the privileged boroughs, &c. yet the cafe of the co- 
ons is different. ‘Thefe never had a right to re- 
‘turn members. Therefore it muft be an indulgence 
when granted. The general aflembly here tax and 
think they haye a right to tax: their out towns. 
Thofe towns do and mnft think themfelves righdy 
taxed, when they have all other privileges but tharof 
Feturning amember. Whether and when they fhall 
Feceive this priviledge depends on the determination 
of the aflembly.. And when ence granted it 
becomes a right, and they are ever after entitled 
to a writ ex debito juflitie. The'cafe is juft the 
fame between Great-Britain and her colonies. The 
parliament of Great-Britain has’ a right to tax 

oh Loridon has a right to return members. 
Thefe are diftiné independent: rw&hts. Some 
great towns there return ng members, yet are 
taxed. Thefe when it fhall be tho’t proper, will be 
actually reprefented ; and when the adminiftration 
thinks it reafonable, it can permit an actual repre- 
fentation of the cealonies. There can be no de- 
cree without a judge, who that is we have feen. The 
parliament will ever confult the good of the whcle. 
To make my meaning clear to the meaneft capacity ; 
the jurifdiction and authority of a court is one thing, 
the nranner of exercifing that jurifdigion is another. 
‘Ths. 
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This matter fall, be. exemplified from, the court of a 
juftice, of the, peace, to,the, high courtof parliament, 
‘A juftice has a legal,. jul and equitable, authority, to 
try a caufe of 40s, , He tries the caufe, gives’ judg- 
menterroneoufly. His judgmentis yet a jult judgment 
and an equitable judgment, if his error was thro’ a 
blamelefs ignorance ..of law, or of fome fac, one of 
which is to, be prefumed. Here are three things, 1. A 
right.tg hold courts, or of jurifdition, 2. This right 
of jurifdiction aétually and. honeftly exercifed. 3. A 
right of appeal in the party againft whom an errone- 
ous judgment is. given, "This will hold in the higher 
executive courts, till we come tothe dernier refort of 
thecommon law, the houfe of Lords, Even the chan- 
cery of Great-Britain, is but a kind of appeal from 
ftrict law, to. more free, generous and equal princi- 
ples of jultice, reafon and good confcience, ‘There 
is fomething fimilar with regard to_ the parliament. 
Government knows of no appeal from their decifi- 
ous, itis true, they. being as to the fubje@ next. in 
power and authority to God. Their jurifdi@ion, 
power and authority, thro’ the whole ftate and_ its 
dependencies, is uncontroulable, They exercifeit on 
fuch objects as they think fit. All that. can be done 
isa meek and patient, acquiefcence in their deter- 
minations, with a humble hope that as all humane 
decifions and determinations depend ultimately upon 
a knowledge of fats and circumftances, when new 
light from thence appears, that the fupreme legifla- 
tive, ever watchful and vigilant for the good of the 
whole, wilk appeal of itfelf to its own further expe- 
rience and information, and alter fuch former,laws 
as they. fhall think fit. On this procefs is founded all 
repeals, additions to and amendments. of laws, which 
are but fe. many furtler refearches of the,univerfal 
: , irae ~ mind 
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mind of the ftate, for itsown prefervation, profperity 
and grandeur, which are ever the fame thing with 
the good of the whole, Magna eft lex'et prevalebit. 

Sulus populi fuprema lex eff d efto. mete 
The Editor boafts of his “freedom from a daf- 
tardly, temporizing fpirit that dares not {peak out 
what every body knows to be true.” : One would 
think there.was no great heroifm in telling all the 
world what they knew before. The Editor has 
quite miftaken. his talent again, it certainly lies in 
{peaking out boldly in many inftances what neither 
he or any body elfe knows or believes to be true. I 
don’t fay this is the cafe in the revival of the trite 
obfervations upon the illicit trade between the colo- 
nies and Holland, and other parts of Europe. He _ 
fays this is a “ vaft prejudice to Great-Britain and 
her manufaétures,” and he might have added, of in-: : 
finite damage and hurt to the colonies themfelves. 
Not only the interefts of the fair trader, but the 
character,the lives and health of the whole continent 
have eventually been facrificed, or fubjected to great 
danger, for the emolument of a few contraband tra- 
ders in this way, and their patrons in each province. . 
Many in a province have never been able to thrive, 
“it would foon fpoil the bufinefs. But why does not 
the Editor fpeak out, and tell all -he knows of this 
trade ? I defy his noble courage to do it. A word 
or two from fo important a perfonage, might be 
very feafonable. Why does he not tell the miniftry 
of the only poffible method to ftop finuggling from 
Europe, and that without any feverity ? Let him give 
not only the out-lines,but the whole of a’bill for this 
purpofe on the back of a card,that would execute itfelf, 
and render it as impoffible for him and his friends to 
trade frofn any part of Europe but Great-Britain, to 
advantage, 
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advantage, as from the moon: If he knows not how 
to effeét this,which e’er long mutt be effected, let him 
learn a modeft filence. The Editor has confeffed, 
that money is nearly if not altogether his fummum — 
bonum. He fays he is not “ fo ignorant of the 
world as not to know that money is almoft become 
the fupreme good ; and the obligations of confcience 
and duty, are but feeble reftraints, when profpects of 
, great gain. prefent themfelves ! This ts true every 
where.” "He then gravely proceeds to prove it is 

true of every one. After this, the reader may if he 

can, doubt whether God or mammon is the moft _ 

defirable objeé of, and moft ferved by this hero. 

The Editor’s contemptable flirt at a Profodian,and 

his auceps /yllabarum, reminds me of what I have 

feen ina MS. the antiquity of which indeed does 

not pretend to. vie with the arundelian marbles, but 

I will venture to affirm it is of as good authority as 

half thofe that furnifhed Martynus Scriblerus, the 

firft, or Dr. Bently “the fecond, with their variae 

lectioness* In this MS codicl.. /yllabarum is read fa- 

bularum, which I take to be the truth, and agreeable 

to the emendation fuggefted, have reftored the text. 

And’tis fubmitted to the impartial public,whether ’tis. 

not now compleat. ..The whole paflage is fo 

perfect a defcription of fome lawyers, riot only in 

Cicero's time but at this day, that I have ventured to 

‘prefix the whole paffage to thefe remarks, where if — 
they properly belong, in the name of truth, let them 

remain, | defire the reader not to transfer them. If 

any have a-better claim to them than [ and «their i- 
delible indefeafible‘known claim, can in a court of 
equity be-fupported, let them go,I am not over fond 
of them. "For the fake of meer readers of Eng- 
peices. aa = lith 
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lifh and Guthries, no Englifh tranflation of Cicero, 
I freely render it thus. “ And fo my Lord Editor, 
you think a learned lawyer is in himfelf nothing, 
uniefs to compleat and give the laft polifh to his edu- 
cation, and fit him for praétice and accumulation, he 
is properly taught to become all things to all men 
and womentoo. He muft, according to you, be a 


fine gentleman, a fly, artful petty-fogger, fraught with — 


a good ftock of low-cunning and brafs, a mafter of 
grimace, a {pouter of plays, a bawler of forms, with 
a voice fit for the common cryer of a court, adeptus 
veré, at repeating mafs mattins and other mufty for- 
mularies: To crown all, he fhould be a delicate 


chanter of Lillibullero, and other fongs ancient and 
‘modern.” = 


* Claudite jam rives, pueri fat prata biberunt. 

. . Qui legitis flores, et humi nafcentia fraga, 

* Rigidus, O. pueri, fugite binc, tatet anguts in herbd. 
Frigidus in pratis cantando rumpitur anguis. — - 
Ducite ab urbe domum, mea Carmina dacite Daphnim.” 


—— — ——— —_ — Morsrer ! 
Stop the bottles, brave beys, the guards are all drunk. 
Sc—nd—Is dare fing grand Louis, grand Jaques, and old Punk, 
S——hA fiddle(1) ferape, blow bagpipe(2), burn Homer and flute, 
‘| Ahd the D-— take dear M—t1 n, feet M—ffy and brute. (3) 


rf 


(1) Cacoethes feribendi, which may, be cured only by fcrubbing and 
‘mabbing down, but the merx /ulphurata ot cannabis properly applied more 
palenico, never fails. (2) Scribbling and {colding in and out of print, a 
very-harmle(s amufement. (3). M--rt—n M—ffy and brute, Three 


imaginary figtitious charaéters well kaowa among the entes rationis qt — 


N tR-——d. The firft reprefents a pettifogeer and an editor ; the 
fecond a quack anda fcribler ; the third an atheift aod mothing elfe. 1 
detelt national provincia) and perfonal reflections, have made none on any 
real exiftences but what are decent and re(pe@ful,. and I defire the N—t 
Editor would not pretend to fpy- any, ‘bat rather apply himfelf to literal 
-carreftions, if he can find them. I have’ not time to look myfelf, befides 
this being the proper employment of a critica beffe lettre man.a fine gen- 
tieman, and a Printers D—1, be will be moft emphitically in his ow 

selement. - 
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